STARS OF SCIENCE CELEBRATES A DECADE OF SUPPORTING ARAB
INNOVATION
Her Highness Sheikha Moza and Her Excellency Sheikha Hind attend QF show’s alumni gathering
Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation, and Her Excellency
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson and CEO of Qatar Foundation, today
attended Stars of Science’s 10th anniversary celebrations at QF HQ.
Designed to celebrate a decade of science, technology, and innovation in the Arab region, the
event brought together 51 alumni from across the 10 seasons of QF’s popular edutainment
reality TV show to talk about their experiences and their innovations.
Her Excellency Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani said: “This event is a microcosm not only of 10
seasons of Stars of Science, but of the extent of innovative talent that exists across the Arab
world – talent that Stars of Science identifies, nurtures, and places on a globally-recognizable
platform.
“Our Stars of Science alumni are ambassadors for Arab innovation, proving what is possible
through having a great idea, the dedication to transform that idea into an invention that can
benefit people’s lives, and the imagination and resilience to overcome challenges and realize
their goals.
“Stars of Science is designed to create real-world impact, and support a thriving ecosystem of
innovation and tech entrepreneurship across the Arab world. Its alumni are testament to how
the show continues to achieve this purpose, and to QF’s belief in ensuring ideas that can
improve lives, strengthen societies, and help to shape the future have the opportunity to do
so.”
Experts from the public and private sectors, academics, Stars of Science partners and
supporters, and members of the QF community took the opportunity to learn more about the
innovative products and services that have emerged from the show during its 10 years of
driving interest in science and innovation amongst Arab youth.
Khalid Aboujassoum, the first Qatari winner of Stars of Science in 2012, and his innovation
‘Oliver’ have come a long way since winning Season 4. Aboujassoum established Tahi
Technologies Inc. in Qatar, filed for a patent in the US, and received a research and

development grant from Qatar Development Bank. Tahi Technologies has since been rebranded
as Else Labs, and opened a branch in Canada.
“Stars of Science truly embodies Qatar Foundation's commitment to its vision of unlocking
human potential,” Aboujassoum said. “We are here today to celebrate a decade of innovation
in the Arab world, honoring innovators from around the region, and the phenomenon of
searching for answers supported by evidence and systematic deduction.
“Motivating young people to ask questions and innovate is one of the most important things we
can do in order to move toward a better and brighter future, and we seek to do this through
entities such as Qatar Foundation.”
Omani contestant Sultan Al Subhi, runner-up in Season 6, is currently working on his
innovation, ‘eShara for Education’ – a unique Wi-Fi device designed for communities who do
not have access to education.
“Stars of Science provided me with a toolbox, equipping me with certain skills and abilities to
further my innovations - and, in the future, I would like to see advancements that aim to give
back to the community,” Al Subhi said.
Ahmad Nabeel, inventor of the ‘Virtual Beam and Self-Cleaning Laparascope’ – a surgical tool
that minimizes the risk of infection – which took second place in Season 9 of Stars of Science,
was among the show’s alumni attending yesterday’s event, and said: “As innovators, Stars of
Science believes in us, invests in us, and allows the rest of the world to discover us.
“The show gives us a headstart in the marketplace. It is a chance to turn the idea you have in
your mind into reality, and find out the difference it can make both to your life and to the lives
of others.”
This year’s Stars of Science finalists are Nour Majbour, Salim Al Kaabi, Sylia Khecheni, and Walid
Albanna. The Season 10 winner will be announced during the Grand Finale episode, airing on
Saturday, November 24, and online voting is open until 9am GMT on Thursday, November 22.
You can support your favorite Stars of Science innovator in the Grand Finale by visiting
www.starsofscience.com and clicking on the ‘Vote Now’ icon, and choose your favorite
innovator.
Applicants for Season 11 of the show are now open, and will close at the end of December
2018. To register, please visit: www.starsofscience.info/applynow/sos.html
ENDS

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized
programs across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, science and research, and
community development.
QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir,
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with
quality education. Today, QF’s world-class education system offers lifelong learning
opportunities to community members as young as six months through to doctoral level,
enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s
development.
QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers
are working to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning
and fostering social engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is
committed to empowering the local community and contributing to a better world for all.
For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit www.qf.org.qa

About Stars of Science
Stars of Science, the edutainment TV initiative by Qatar Foundation, is the Arab world’s leading
innovation show. Established in 2008 to inspire a generation, the show empowers Arab youth
to implement creative solutions to regional problems through science, technology, and
innovation.
Celebrating a decade of Arab innovation, Stars of Science has proven to be a positive catalyst of
scientific and technological change in the region beyond its broadcasts and social media
presence of 2.5 million followers. Its alumni network spanning 131 people from 18 Arab
countries has been going from strength to strength; independently raising over 14 million USD
in revenues, grants, and crowdfunding. In addition to winning hundreds of innovation awards,
they have also created jobs and businesses, given inspirational talks, built schools, and inspired
a generation.

Over a 10-week process, an expert panel of jurors assesses and eliminates between nine
innovators and their projects in Prototyping and Customer Validation episodes until only four
finalists remain to compete for a share of $600,000 in seed funding. The ranking is determined
by jury deliberation and online voting from the public.

