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Resident Spotlight; Miodrag Stamboldziev

This October, Miodrag Stamboldziev (SFS '09) of the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar attended the An-
nual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund in Istanbul, Turkey.

About the meetings
Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund each year bring together central bankers, minis-
ters of finance and development, private sector executives, and civil society representatives to discuss issues of global concern. This year’s

meeting in Istanbul focused on the world economic outlook, poverty eradication, economic development, and aid effectiveness.

At the meetings
Miodrag participated in the Civil Society Policy Forum, where he, along
with other civil society representatives from different parts of the world, discussed
the ramifications of the current economic crisis and deliberated for quick and effec-
tive policy recommendations, with particular emphasis on the developing countries.
Based on his participation Miodrag says, “The developed countries have to admit a
great responsibility in causing the financial crisis; they haveinflicted great collateral damage upon the developing world. Thefinancial crisis
has furthermoreinflicted the food crises which has a severe affect on the third world countries, particularly Western Africa.”
On an invitation by the World Bank Civil Society Team, he attended the Townhall Meeting with Messrs. Dominique Strauss-Kahn (IMF

Managing Director) and Robert Zoellick (President of the World Bank Group.) In Miodrag'’s opinion “The meeting showed the proactiverole

that WBG/ IMF in seeking out solution for thecrisis; in addition they take the message of the Civil Society sector with greater seriousness.”

About the organization

CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation is an international alliance of civil society organizations dedicated to strength-
ening citizen action and civil society. Established in 1993, CIVICUS occupies a unique position as the largest, most diverse and broadly rec-
ognized civil society alliance in the world. As such CIVICUS works with a wide range of organizations to implement complex, global, partici-
patory civil society strengthening projects. CIVICUS enjoys consultative status with a range of global bodies including the Economic and
Social Council at the U.N. (ECOSOC), the World Bank, and the Council of Europe. It acts as an advocate for citizen participation as an es-
sential component of governance and democracy worldwide.
Miodrag serves on CIVICUS’ Steering Committee that is managing the CIVICUS World Youth Assembly, that is going to take place in Mont-
real, Canada in August, 2010. The assembly aims to bring together the world’s most engaged, dynamic young activistsin the field of social
and civicjustice. The youth assembly offers a unique opportunity for young people to meet and work with other young people who are really
making changes in the lifes of others. Watch former US president Jimmy Carter comments for CIVICUS World Assembly

Miodrag is currently working on a paper “Redefining Financing for Development.” He is looking forward to sharing his Istanbul experience
with his counterparts at Georgetown; toward creating a better input for the forthcoming CIVICUS World Youth Assembly, and hopefully to
attending the World Bank and IMF Spring Meetings in Washington D.C. in April 2010.

More about Miodrag
Prior coming to Georgetown, Miodrag worked for the Open Society Institute in Macedonia, where, in cooperation
with the Local Government, he co-founded the first community development foundation in Macedonia. Heis a

strong affiliate with the Liberal Democratic Party in Macedonia.
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