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This October, Miodrag Stamboldziev (SFS ’09) of the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar  at tended the An-

nual Meet ings of the World Bank Group and the I nternat ional Monetary Fund in I stanbul, Turkey.  

 

Abou t  t he meet i ngs 

Annual Meet ings of the Wor ld Bank Group and the I nternat ional Monetary Fund each year  br ing together  cent ral  bankers, minis-

ters of finance and development , pr ivate sector  execut ives, and civi l society representat ives to discuss issues of global concern. This year´s 

meet ing in I stanbul focused on the world economic out look, poverty eradicat ion, economic development , and aid effect iveness. 

 

At  t he meet i ngs 

Miodrag part icipated in the Civi l Society Pol icy Forum, where he, along 

with other civi l society representat ives from different  par ts of the world, discussed 

the ramificat ions of the current  economic cr isis and del iberated for quick and effec-

t ive pol icy recommendat ions, with par t icular emphasis on the developing count r ies. 

Based on his part icipat ion Miodrag says, “The developed countr ies have to admi t a 

great responsibi l i ty in causing the financial  cr isis; they have infl icted great col lateral  damage upon the developing wor ld. The financial  cr isis 

has fur thermore infl icted the food cr ises which has a severe affect on the thi rd wor ld countr ies, par ticular ly Western Afr ica.”   

On an invitat ion by the World Bank Civi l  Society Team, he at tended the Townhal l Meet ing with Messrs. Dominique St rauss-Kahn (IMF 

Managing Director ) and Robert  Zoel l ick (President  of the Wor ld Bank Group.) I n Miodrag’s opinion “The meeting showed the proactive role 

that WBG/ IMF in seeking out solution for  the cr isis; in addi tion they take the message of the Civi l  Society sector wi th greater  ser iousness.”    

 

Abou t  t he or gan i zat i on  

 CIVICUS: World Al l iance for Cit izen Part icipat ion is an internat ional all iance of civil  society organizat ions dedicated to st rength-

ening cit izen act ion and civil  society. Establ ished in 1993, CIVICUS occupies a unique posit ion as the largest , most  diverse and broadly rec-

ognized civi l society all iance in the world. As such CIVICUS works with a wide range of organizat ions to implement complex, global, part ici -

patory civil  society st rengthening projects. CIVICUS enjoys consultat ive status with a range of global bodies including the Economic and 

Social  Counci l at  the U.N. (ECOSOC), the Wor ld Bank, and the Counci l  of Europe. I t  acts as an advocate for cit izen part icipat ion as an es-

sent ial component of governance and democracy wor ldwide. 

Miodrag serves on CIVICUS’ Steering Commit tee that  is managing the CIVICUS Wor ld Youth Assembly, that  is going to take place in Mont -

real, Canada in August , 2010. The assembly aims to br ing together  the wor ld’s most  engaged, dynamic young act ivists in the field of social  

and civic just ice. The youth assembly offers a unique opportunity for young people to meet  and work with other young people who are real ly 

making changes in the l i fes of others.  Watch former US president  Jimmy Carter comments for  CIVICUS Wor ld Assembly 

 

Miodrag is cur rent ly working on a paper “Redefining Financing for Development .” He is looking forward to shar ing his I stanbul exper ience 

with his counterpar ts at  Georgetown; toward creat ing a bet ter input  for the forthcoming CIVICUS Wor ld Youth Assembly, and hopefully to 

at tending the Wor ld Bank and IMF Spr ing Meet ings in Washington  D.C. in Apr il  2010. 

 

M or e abou t  M i odr ag 

Pr ior coming to Georgetown, Miodrag worked for the Open Society I nst itute in Macedonia, where, in cooperat ion 

with the Local Government, he co-founded the first  community development  foundat ion in Macedonia. He is a 

st rong affi l iate with the Liberal  Democrat ic Par ty in Macedonia. 
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